INTRODUCTION 1
During the early Middle Ages, Frisian was spoken all along the North Sea coast from the mouth of the River Rhine to the southern Jutland peninsula. Over time other Germanic dialects penetrated further north. Areas where Frisian was once spoken became home to varieties of Dutch and German. Yet Frisian managed to survive in several relict zones, where it has taken its own unique course of development, comparatively free of standardization, but in perpetual contact with surrounding Germanic varieties. These circumstances have yielded diverse pathways of linguistic evolution, and a clear illustration of this is to be observed in the development of dental fricatives. Some dialects lost these fricatives through occlusion or deletion 2 in the Old Frisian period; others retained them until the twentieth century. In this paper I distill a large body of evidence in an attempt to chart their development in finer detail than has hitherto been the case. Following this survey, I ask why they were abandoned at different times in different dialects. To my mind, answers can be found by looking at the Frisian developments within a wider Germanic context. Only then does it become apparent that they did not change in Frisian in a random manner but according to set A comment on a draft of my Ph.D. dissertation by Professor Richard Coates, who 1 served as external examiner and attended my oral defence at Leiden University on 23 September 2010, induced me to think about the developments of dental fricatives in Germanic at large. In celebration of his sixty-fifth birthday this year, I dedicate this piece to him. While writing this essay I have received the help of many fine scholars, for which I am sincerely grateful: Nils Århammar answered several e-mail queries about the specifics of North Frisian dialects; Rolf Bremmer, Robert Mailhammer, Theo Vennemann, and Arjen Versloot each offered unique and detailed feedback on the entire essay; and Siebren Dyk and Jarich Hoekstra, who waved anonymity as referees, provided further insightful comments and corrections which also led to this article's improvement. A list of abbreviations and symbols is given in the Appendix.
When I refer to dental fricatives here and in the rest of this paper, I am concerned patterns, both in space and time. These dynamics can be narrowly defined, leading to the identification of a principal underlying cause associated with their demise: contact and bilingualism involving other Germanic varieties that lacked these consonants.
GERMANIC ORIGINS OF OLD FRISIAN DENTAL FRICATIVES
Dental fricatives in Old Frisian, like those in other Old Germanic languages, arose from the effects of Grimm's Law in combination with Verner's Law. These developments lie deep in prehistory, anywhere between two and three thousand years ago. Although many questions surround the details of these two consonant shifts, there is agreement that voiceless fricatives arose from Proto-Indo-European voiceless plosives. Thus, while Latin retained the plosive articulation in words like trçs and tû, Old Frisian has thrç 'three', thû 'thou'. Dental fricatives are represented in the earliest runic inscriptions, including Anglo-Frisian ones, by the unique 'thorn' rune +þ,. In classical Old Frisian manuscripts of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, +th, is the usual spelling, while later manuscripts and charters of the fifteenth century often have +t, and +d, spellings. In Proto-Germanic a voiceless dental fricative /è/ is found word initially, medially and finally. Some redevelopments arise between the ProtoGermanic stage and that of Old Frisian. First, it is unclear whether any geminate dental fricative consonants existed already in Proto-Germanic, but a small number did develop in later attested languages. The main source in
